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Ulster County is a land of legendary
giants—those who are still among us making
a difference and those who have passed on but
whose remarkable service to the community
will never be forgotten.

Another local hero is set to be immortalized
on March 14 at the annual Peter B. Mathews St.
Patrick’s Day Breakfast from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m.
That’s when the Ulster Chamber will name its
Honorary Irish Person of the Year, a tradition
that dates back 55 years.

The breakfast, being sponsored by The Reis
Group, will be held at The Venue Uptown
at the Best Western Plus, 503 Washington
Ave., Kingston. Early registration is strongly
recommended because the breakfast typically is
a sellout.

The T. McCann Band and Ulster County
Ancient Order of Hibernians Pipes and Drums
will pump up the crowd with festive Irish music
as suspense builds over the next honoree.

While the breakfast is one big jovial party
with lots of shenanigans breaking out, its
significance is not lost on the hundreds who
attend each year.’

It all started innocently enough in 1970
when longtime Chamber President Len Cane
named Anthony Pizzarelli, President of Ulster
Tool and Die Corp., the first “Honorary” Irish
Person.

Ever since then, county officials, bank
presidents, engineers, insurance professionals,

Who Will It Be?
55th Honorary Irish Person To Be Named At March Breakfast

gym owners, broadcasting legends and
community advocates have earned the title and
their place in history.

Chamber President Ward Todd surveys the
crowd the morning of the event and makes his
decision on the spot, and while in years past,
only the non-Irish had a prayer of being picked,
the rules have been relaxed since 2014 when
Sister Mary Feehan was crowned on behalf of
the Benedictine Sisters.

Last year’s honoree, Alex Stier, still pinches
himself when he thinks of the dignified
company he’s now part of, particularly the
late and beloved Ulster County Clerk Nina
Postupack, who was honored in 2023.

“For me, being named after Nina was
especially moving. I still tear up when I think
of it and am incredibly humbled to follow in
her footsteps,” said Stier, a real estate agent
at Keller Williams. “Whenever I look at the
people who have been honored before me, I
am reminded of that famous quote by Sir Isaac
Newton about ‘standing on the shoulders of
giants.” That’s really what it is.”

As the former owner of Home Plate Deli
and Olive’s Country Store, Stier had donated
generous spreads of food to countless charitable
functions over the years, but he’s also served
his community in other important ways—
something Todd considers when he selects the
honoree.

Stier, a former board member at Always

Kingston Kiwanis, People’s Place and the
Benedictine Health Foundation. He also is a
longtime special needs advocate, who serves as
a board member and treasurer at the Resource
Center for Accessible Living.

Like most honorees, Stier was caught off
guard last year when his name was announced.

“It was a complete surprise to me,” he said.
“I was talking to Jimmy Bracco at the so-called
‘bad boys’ table in the back of the room, and I
said to Jimmy, ‘Who do you think it’s going to
be?” Jimmy said, ‘Alex, it’s you.” I said, ‘Stop
the bull.” I wasn’t even paying attention when
Ward called my name.

“I felt very humbled because there are so
many people who do so much good in Ulster
County, and to be recognized is a great honor
but not something you look for. I’m just one of
the people here doing what I can to make this
a better place.”

Stier advised those planning to attend to
grasp the importance of the moment and never
forget the giants who went before and how
their good deeds made the region a better place.

“If your name is called, be able to receive
the blessing because our Ulster Chamber is
unique in itself. At one time, I belonged to
17 Chambers, and there’s nothing like ours.
There’s a kinship here that’s special, so go with
it and appreciate the company you’re now in,”
he said.

Alex Stier and Ward Todd

way to stay on top of current events and
connectwith other local business leaders. For
the St. Pat’s Breakfast, advance registration
and advance payment is required. Sorry,
no walk-ins. Tickets are $30 for Chamber
members, 340 for non-members. Call
(845) 338-5100 or register online at www.

hospital administrators, roofers, innkeepers,

There Homecare, currently volunteers for the

Chamber Breakfast Meetings are a great

UlsterChamber.org.

The Reis Group Will Be The March Breakfast Sponsor

The Reis Group is an independent full-service insurance
agency with offices in Kingston, Saugerties, Goshen, Latham,
and Walden. The Reis Group is proud to announce that at the
end of 2023 we purchased Hunter Insurance Services, Inc. in
Walden, NY. This acquisition supports our goals of growing
both organically and through acquisition by acquiring quality
insurance agencies in the region to increase our customer base
and ability to service our clients. We recently moved our New
Windsor location to a larger space in Goshen to better serve our
Orange County customers.

The Reis Group is currently looking at two acquisitions in
the Hudson Valley, and in addition The Reis Group continues
to grow our footprint in Florida. Owen McKane said, “Many
of our clients have second homes in Florida and want to keep
their insurance with The Reis Group and with the people they
trust to take care of their insurance needs.” Paul Casciaro, a
key employee, and several business partners have land or
residences in Florida making it a truly natural extension of The
Reis Group’s business. Owen said, “We believe it’s important

to take care of our customers and with so many of our New York
customers moving to Florida, we needed to set up an office to
help them the best we can.”

In our continued commitment to supplying top tier risk
management services to our customers, The Reis Group offers
the services of two loss control professionals, a human resource
consultant, and many more services, while remaining a boutique
firm. We’re not a gigantic firm that’s publicly traded. They tend
to lose focus on interpersonal relationships.

The Reis Group continues its partnership with a local IT
Company named CMI-Tech, Inc. to deliver Cyber Security
and Cyber Risk Management Services to our clients. Cyber
security is becoming an increasingly important part of every
organization’s risk management program, and this partnership
will help our clients stay safe in these turbulent times.

While The Reis Group Started in 1969, some of the company’s
history goes back to the 1800s and Paul and Owen are excited
to continue the great tradition of The Reis Group and the great
agencies that joined over the years to make the company what
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is today. The Reis Group has 50 incredible employees and
thousands of customers throughout the Northeast as well as
other parts of the United States and Canada. Paul and Owen
said the company is experiencing tremendous growth right now
and it’s very exciting as business owners to have such a great
team of professional people working with us and to work on so
many exciting opportunities.

Twaalfskill Hosts Next Mixer
Longtime Club No Longer A Secret

Some call The Twaalfskill Club the best-kept secret in
Kingston, but that’s all about to change if the new leadership
has its way. The venerable golf and social club, nestled off
282 West O’Reilly St. in Kingston, will host the Chamber’s
next networking Mixer from 5:00-7:00 p.m. on March 19.
Gary LaConture, the Clubs Membership Chairman, said
hosting a Mixer was the idea of John Burlingham, who sits
on Twaalfskill’s Board. Burlingham, a former Chamber Board
Chair, explained that the Chamber is growing with many new
and diverse members and that showcasing Twaalfskill would be
a great idea.“We know a lot of the older Chamber members,”
LaConture said. “We are looking to grow our membership and
new members of the Chamber could become new members of
ours.“We’ve done some great things here at the club and we
know a lot of new people are moving into the area, so our goal
was to kind of use the Mixer as a jumping off point to show
the new Twaalfskill. We’re a private club that most people
don’t know about.” The Twaalfskill Club was founded in 1902
and is one of the country’s oldest continuously operated golf
courses. The club boasts more than 250 members.LaConture
said Twaalfskill’s board members will be making the rounds at
the Mixer to explain the benefits of membership, and attendees
can also meet Club President Jim Sass, new General Manager
and Executive Chef Chris Morelli as well as PGA pro Jeffrey
Schaller Jr. Chamber members can also look forward to valet
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We offer a wide range of business solutfions:

Call 845-338-6322 | Visit UlsterSavings.com/Business

Locations in Dutchess, Ulster, and Orange County | £2Y Equal Housing Lender | MEMBER FDIC

Investment, Tax, Payroll and Insurance products and services available through Ulster Insurance Services,
Inc. and Ulster Financial Group, Inc., subsidiaries of Ulster Savings Bank, are NOT FDIC INSURED.
" Payroll services are offered through GTM® Payroll Services.

parking, great refreshments including
beer and wine, and raffles. The club
will give away five memberships $?'
valued at between $5,000 and ~ 19
$10,000, LaConture said.While the
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golf course will not be open that <
night, attendees can see it from the
porch and LaConture said plenty
of veteran members from the club
will answer questions and talk up
the course, which was designed in the Penal style of the 1920s
and known for its small greens, tight landing areas and natural
layout.“We’re the only private course in the city of Kingston,”
LaConture said. “We feel that’s a major benefit for people
who appreciate a family-run and fun organization.” Twaalfskill
members also enjoy access to a 60-by-35-foot outdoor pool,
a 20-by-15 kiddie pool, clubhouse dining, a bar, golf lessons
from a PGA pro, a bar, and additional facilities. During the
winter months, members gather for food and to watch football
games, golf events, and more. Morelli said he and the others at
Twaalfskill are excited to meet everyone from the Chamber.“It’s
been around for a very long time, since 1902, and we really
want to expose the community to that and let them know we’re
a valuable resource up here,” he said. “It’s a beautiful place. It’s
really a nice community.” The Twaafskill Club can be reached
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You deserve a bank with a legacy of trust and stability

Business Thrive. _

Business Checking
Positive Pay

ACH and Sweep Services
r Remote Deposit Capture
Merchant Services

I Payroll Services!
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March Mixer
Wed March 19

at (845) 331-5577 or www.twaalfskillclub.org.

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote
your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards.
This free networking event is open to Chamber members
and prospective members. Reservations are a must and can
be made by calling the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or by
registering online at www.ulsterchamber.org
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A Fresh Way
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To Network

The Chamber’s
quarterly Business
Card Exchange on
April 3 promises
loads of networking
opportunities in a
unique location where
conversations unfold

effortlessly.

That’s the
expectation as the
Broadway Bubble

and Community Hub
at 718 Broadway in
Kingston hosts the
event from 9:00 —
10:30 a.m., giving
area business leaders
a glimpse of the
combined laundromat
and multi-space
neighborhood spot.

Broadway Bubble To Host A

Bubble  has

Broadway

“We’re very excited
to host it,” said Enma
Villacis, Manager at
Broadway  Bubble.
“It’s a big place,
and we have a lot of
different ~ programs
going on, so it will be
a great opportunity to
show the community
what we’re doing in

been upgraded with new

equipment and a new
parking lot. There’s also a
free coffee and snack nook
and a dedicated indoor play
space with books, board
games and toys.

Other improvements
are also underway at the
laundromat, which holds
50 washing machines and

this space.” 60 heavy-duty dryers that
No doubt, é % operate a}t, red&lcedr%,ees.
Broadway ~ Bubble 0 B B» Broadway Bubble offers
has an altogether free dryer use every
unique spin. on Monday, Wednesday and
the conventional Friday, and free soap on

laundromat. Sure, you
can throw a load of

clothes into the washing machine, but while
you’re waiting, you can go up front in the

building to take a free English or GED class.

Job seekers can wuse the
computer lab to search for
employment,  seniors  can
participate in a program called
“Coffee  and  Crosswords”
and families can take the kids
outside to play at Ganna’s
Way, a fenced-in backyard with
basketball hoops and toys.

Broadway  Bubble also
hosts many social functions
throughout the year such as an
Easter egg hunt, Mother’s Day
tea, Father’s Day barbecue,
community baby  showers,
graduation celebrations and
special activities during
the holidays, including an
electrifying light display at
Ganna’s Way.

In 2021, the NoVo Foundation
bought the building that housed
the laundromat as well as Radio
Kingston’s studio and offices.
The former radio station space
has been transformed into a
multipurpose classroom space.

Operated by the
community-based nonprofit
Kingston ~Midtown Rising,

~ These Members Have Renewed ~

request. On any day of the

week, if patrons can’t pay, they’re allowed to
use the facilities at no charge.

Broadway Bubble also offers wash and fold

Anniversaries:

25 Years

Jewish Federation of Ulster County, Inc.
Williams Lumber & Home Centers

20 Years
Kathleen H. Dittus

10 Years

Circle of Friends for the Dying
Woodstock Land Conservancy

5 Years
D&H Canal Historical Society
Ethan Allen HR Services
GPI

Raising Your Awareness about Narcotics

1 Year
5th Alarm Fiber LLC
Allen Ross Architecture, LLC
Big Gay Hudson Valley
Bussani Mobility
Four Seasons Sotheby’s International Realty
Hudson Valley Bakery, Inc.

3rd Generation Builders

5th Alarm Fiber LLC

ABC Fuels, Inc.

Affordable Self Storage of Kingston
Allen Ross Architecture, LLC
Americas Best Value Inn

Archtop Fiber

Bard College

Big Gay Hudson Valley

Blue Mountain Bistro-to-Go

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
Bussani Mobility

Cameron Business Solutions Inc.
Celephant Consulting

Circle of Friends for the Dying
County Waste & Recycling

Crazy Bowlz - New Paltz

Cruise Planners

D&H Canal Historical Society
Edwards Semiconductor Solutions LLC

Emergency One Urgent Care & Diagnostic

Center

Ethan Allen HR Services

Farber Brothers Inc. dba Ophira Sailing

Four Seasons Sotheby’s International
Realty

Francis P. Flynn, CPA

Globaltransol, LLC

GPI

Grist Mill Real Estate

Haynes Marketing & Media

Helsmoortel Insurance Agency

Hoffman House Restaurant

Hudson Valley Current

Hudson Valley Foundation for Youth
Health

Hudson Valley Property Owners
Association, Inc.

J & C’s Fine Furniture Repairs &
Refinishing

J. Mullen & Sons, Inc.

James Lyman Reynolds, Architect, PC

Jennifer Lynn Interiors

Joe Beez Famous Sandwiches

Joseph Cohen, Optometrist

Juliet Lofaro Portrait Photographer

Kingston Post Office

Lawn Doctor of Ulster & N.W. Dutchess
Counties

Margaretville Telephone Company

Mary Collins Real Estate, Inc.

Mid-Hudson Photo ID

Miles of Hope Breast Cancer Foundation

Minnewaska Distance Swimmers
Association (MDSA)

R&F Handmade Paints Inc.

Raising Your Awareness about Narcotics

Residence Inn by Marriott Kingston

Romeo Ford of Kingston, LLC

Rondout Valley Resort

Susan Casey

Tetta’s Market and Pizzeria

Texas Roadhouse

The Taconic Group

Theatre On The Road

Thomas F. Lindgren, CPA, PC

Ulster County Board Of REALTORS

Ulster Performing Arts Center (UPAC)

Volunteer Firemen’s Hall and Museum of
Kingston NY

WAMC 90.9 Northeast Public Radio

Waste Management

William J. Jacobs Amended Fund
Management

William P. Brinnier, Architect, PLLC

Williams Lumber & Home Centers

WineRacks.com, Inc.

Woodstock Land Conservancy

services (at $1.25 a pound) and laundry pickup
and delivery in the Midtown area, a new
service that meets the needs of busy families,
the homebound elderly and those without a car.

Villacis said Broadway Bubble’s staff will
welcome the chance to give Chamber members
a tour of the facility when they gather for the
Business Card Exchange. The staff hopes that
attendees see how much the laundromat

) ) ‘ .
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pril Businss Card Exchange

fosters connection, hope and a sense o
belonging among vulnerable and marginalized
populations, while providing a valuable service
in the city of Kingston.

“We want to expand the business, but the
main point is to let people see all that we’re
doing for our community,” Villacis said.

Broadway Bubble can be reached at (845)
750-1668 or thebroadwaybubble.com.
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Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Noon - 4:00 pm

Diamond Mills Hotel & Conference Center
25 S. Partition Street, Saugerties, NY

Ulster County Regional

W‘Chamberof Commerce | CORPORATE SPONSORS

CORPORATE LEADERS
Rondout Savings Bank
Central Hudson Gas & Electric
Sawyer Savings Bank
WMCHealth | HealthAlliance Hospital
Naccarato Insurance
Ulster Savings Bank
Nuvance Health
Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union

CORPORATE PARTNERS
Hudson Valley Credit Union *« Hudson River Technologies
Ryan & Ryan Insurance Brokers * Timely Signs * M&T Bank
CORPORATE SUPPORTERS
RBT CPAs LLP * Kimlin Energy Services * Kingston Plaza

Herzog's Home & Paint Centers * Community Products, LLC * Winston Farm
Soyuzivka - Ukrainian Heritage Center

SUSTAINING SPONSORS
UHY LLP » Ulster Federal Credit Union * Adams Fairacre Farms

UPCOMING CHAMBER EVENTS

Sunday March 9 | 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Chamber Foundation's International Women'’s Day Brunch
Novella’s New Paltz
2 Terwilliger Lane | New Paltz, NY
$70 Chamber Members + $65 Leadership Ulster 2025/Alumni
$75 Non-Chamber Members
Purchase Tickets @ UlsterChamberFoundation.org

Sponsors: Central Hudson, O'Connor & Partners, Orange Bank & Trust Co.

Friday March 14 | 7:30-9:00 am

55th Annual Peter B. Mathews
St. Patrick’s Day Breakfast
Featuring T. McCann Band
The Venue Uptown at the Best Western Plus
503 Washington Avenue | Kingston, NY
Pre-Registration Only; No Walk-ins
$30 Members-Advanced Pay * $40 Non-Members

Sponsor: The Reis Group

Wednesday March 19 | 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Networking Mixer @ The Twaalfskill Club
282 West O'Reilly Street | Kingston, NY
There is no cost for Members and Prospective Members.
Reservations are required.

Sponsor: Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union

Tuesday April 1, 2025 - Application Deadline

Black Business Award Nominations
Nominate a Local Black Business, Business Leader or
Organization online at www.UlIsterChamber.org
Sponsorship Opportunities:

Jess Davis 845.338.5700 x4 or Jess@UlIsterChamber.org

More Info and Registration UlsterChamber.org
Questions (845) 338-5100

ChamberNews

The official publication of the Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce is a special advertising section to the

Daily Freeman, PO Box 4470, Kingston, NY 12402 — A Media News Group publication

Kevin Corrado, Publisher « Michele Sisco-Martin, Graphic Designer

To advertise, please call (845) 331-5000. To subscribe, please call (888) 699-7699

DAILY FREEMAN
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ENG’S RESTAURANT DINING ROOM
& SMORGASBORD
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404 Old Neighborhood Road, Lake Katrine, NY
www.scrubcocw.com

726 Broadway, Kingston, NY
www.engsrestaurant.com

For information on
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635 Broadway, Kingston, NY
www.hudsonvalleyambition.com

FASTSIGNS.

More than fast. More than signs

* Interior/Exterior Signage «
* Vehicle Wraps & Graphics *
» ADA & Wayfinding Solutions *
* Window & Wall Graphics *
* Carved/Routed Signs *
* Sign Maintenance *

Kingston 845-331-5800
Wappingers Falls 845-298-5600

www.fastsigns.com

YOUR VISUAL
COMMUNICATIONS PARTNER.

Business Owners

EARNS3.05%

With our
Business Bundle
Money Market Special

RONDOUT

SAVINGS BANK

always working for you and our community

@ Member
(845) 331-0073 « RondoutBank.com == FDIC

Scan to make an
- appointment today

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. The annual percentage yields are

effective as of the publication date and are subject to change. Money

Market-Minimum deposit to open and earn interest is $10,000. Other
terms and conditions may apply. FDIC Insured.

Chamber Membership,

email Jess Davis at

Jess@UlsterChamber.org
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The Daily Freeman has partnered with the Ulster County Regional Chamber of
Commerce to bring you a monthly publication with specific content from the
Chamber President, Board and Members. Support this section while marketing
your business to consumers and local business owners!

PUBLISHED THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACHMONTH

DEeADLINES: WEDNESDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION

SPECIAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE FOR CHAMBER [VIEMBERS

DAILY FREEMAN

dailyfreeman.com

For more information please contact
Kimberly Maurer-Provenzano | 845-400-1224 | kmaurer@freemanonline.com

Black Business Community Celebration Awards

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!

PAST PRESENT

BLACKII!TII%- ULSTER COUNTY| - o Crmer Commerce

Nominate a Local Black Business,
Business Person, or Organization online @
www.UlsterChamber.org

For a nomination to be valid, the Nomination Form must be complete
and submitted no later than 5 pm on Tuesday, April 1, 2025.

Interested in becoming a Sponsor? Contact Jess Davis
at 845.338.5100 x4 or Jess@UlIsterChamber.org
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Anthony Sinagra Jr. - Owner
www.professionalhomedelivery.com
Categories: Moving & Storage Service;
Delivery & Courier Service

Description: Specializing in long distance
household and commercial moving
throughout the entire east coast and beyond.
Family owned and operated proudly for 27
years. Servicing your moving needs from one
piece to an entire truck.

BARNSIDE STUDIOS

628 Buck Rd.

Accord, NY 12404

Griffin Stenger - President/CEO
www.barnsidestudios.com

Category: Advertising Agencies
Description: Barnside Studios is an award-
winning full service agency focused primarily
on strategy, creative and production with
deep expertise in testimonial storytelling.
Our approach is simple, plain-spoken and
effective. We work closely with our clients.
Taking guidance from them in the areas they
know best while providing objective expertise
from our decades of successful results-driven
experience. We are here in Ulster County and
ready to roll up our sleeves when you are. Go
to BarnsideStudios.com for more.

BISTROT LE CHAT BARBU

434 Main St.

Rosendale, NY 12472

Devin Delgado - Owner / Chef
www.Lechatbarbu.com

Category: Restaurants

Description: Full-service restaurant serving
French / New American bistrot cuisine.

INTERRANTE DESIGN-BUILD, LLC

36 Wrentham St.

Kingston, NY 12401

Luke Interrante - Principal
www.interrantedesignbuild.com
Category: Contractors - General
Description:  Interrante Design-Build is
an experienced design-build firm that
serves the Hudson Valley and Catskills,
specializing in residential and commercial
projects, including new construction, home
renovation, and real estate development. As
trusted design-build contractors in Upstate
NY, we handle every aspect from concept to
completion, bringing your vision to life.

IRON ROSE PRODUCTIONS

Saugerties, NY 12477

Elspeth Brown-Fitzgerald - CEO
www.ironroseproductions.com

Category: Production - Entertainment
Description: We are a full service production
company specializingin compelling narrative
content, commercials, testimonials, and
social media content.

MASTER OF ONE COACHING

New Paltz, NY 12561

Merritt Minnemeyer - Founder
www.masterofonecoaching.com
Category: Business Coaching

Description: Executive coaching and
leadership training for creative visionaries in
entertainment, innovation, and the arts.

PINK’S HUDSON VALLEY

8 N Front St.

Kingston, NY 12401

Konrad Kopczynski - President
pinkswindows.com

Category: Cleaning Services/Supplies
Description: Clean it like you mean it! Pink’s
is founded on the idea of world class service
at a fair price. We aim to make our mommas
proud and hopefully yours too along the
way. We take pride in our work, no matter
the project. Whether we're cleaning your
windows, power washing your walkways, or
giving your home a chemical free soft wash,
we always make a point of treating your
property — and your time — with the utmost
respect. And we won't quit until we get the
job done right.

NORTHEAST SOLITE CORP.

PO Box 437

Mt. Marion, NY 12456

Barbara Budik

www.nesolite.com

Category: Manufacturers - Light Weight

Aggregate
Description: Northeast Solite is a
manufacturer of premium lightweight

aggregate used in the construction of
buildings, bridges and geo fill/soil stabilization
applications. Solite has brought strength,
efficiency and reliability to Municipal, State
and Federal projects nationwide for over 70
years. Customized lightweight material is
available for transport by truck, rail or barge
from our local facility in Mt. Marion, NY.

SALT & FIRE

124 Partition St. Suite A

Saugerties, NY 12477

Joe Della Chiesa - Owner
www.saltandfireny.com

Category: Restaurants

Description: SALT & FIRE showcases fresh,
local bounty & flavors while utilizing our
wood-fired oven in a myriad of our signature
dishes where old-world cooking meets
modern American cuisine. we believe all you
need is salt & fire when working with the
finest ingredients.

SAUGERTIES MARINA LLC

24 Ferry Street

Saugerties, NY 12477

Casey Currey - Partner
www.saugertiesmarina.com

Category: Marinas

Description:  Full Service Marina; Sales,
Service, Rentals, Fuel, Dockage.




