
America is 250 years and you might 
not know it, but events right here in Ulster 
County played a major role in the nation’s 
founding.

The Chamber’s next breakfast, from 
7:30 to 9:00 a.m. on June 10 at The 
Venue Uptown at the Best Western Plus 
in Kingston, will feature a presentation 
on “Ulster County in the American 
Revolution” on the 250th Anniversary 
of our country. The breakfast sponsor is 
WMCHealth/HealthAlliance Hospital. 

Speakers will include Taylor Bruck, the 
Ulster County Clerk and City of Kingston 
Historian,  Ulster County Historian Eddie 
Moran, and  Ulster County Archivist Jon 
Palmer, who will provide information 
about some of the remarkable people and 
events that shaped our region during that 
tumultuous era.

Bruck said he hopes everyone will learn 
why Ulster County was so important beyond being 
the first capital of New York State.

“We really played a pivotal role in the Revolution, 
and I think it’s something people should be proud 
of, especially business owners,” Bruck said. “I 
think one of the things the founders wanted and the 
folks fighting for our freedom at the time was free 
enterprise.”

Moran said much of the public knows about 
the drafting of the New York State Constitution in 
Kingston in 1777 or the burning of the city in the fall 
of that same year, but many other pivotal local people 
and events are still not widely known.

“I hope to give a sense of these lesser-known 
aspects, such as the role Ulster County’s elected 
representatives played before the war in pushing 
the future state toward independence, the intense 
guerrilla war fought on the western frontier of Ulster 
County between local militia and raiding parties of 
loyalists and Esopus warriors, and the sacrifice made 

by local militia men at the Battle of Forts Clinton and 
Montgomery,” Moran said.

Moran said he is most excited to share the history 
of the Native people of Ulster County, the Esopus, 
in the American Revolution and how the conflict 
leads to their forced removal to Ontario, where their 
descendants reside to this day among the Six Nations 
of the Grand River.

After a century of alliance and friendship between 
Ulster County and the Esopus People from 1665 to 
1776, the American Revolution broke this alliance 
and made enemies of these two sides. After years 
of brutal fighting on the western frontier of the 
county and after the 1779 Sullivan Campaign to 
push British-aligned Native Americans out of New 
York, the Esopus were permanently forced from their 
homelands to Ontario. 

“I find this is a story still not widely known, and 
one I’m excited to share more fully,” Moran said.

Bruck called the 250th Anniversary an exciting 
time and urged business owners to participate in local 

community events being organized by historical 
societies, museums and municipal governments. The 
presentation will end with a schedule of events that 
business leaders can help support. 

“There’s going to be a lot going on this spring and 
summer to educate folks about the history, but also 
to make history,” he said. “That’s what our office is 
all about.”

Bruck urged local business leaders to “be creative 
with it,” similar to how some companies dress up 
their storefronts during the Burning of Kingston 
events. Moran said businesses can provide a venue 
or be a sponsor, service provider, or direct participant 
depending on the business.

“If you find there aren’t commemorations planned 
in your area, consider brainstorming ways your 
business can directly honor this anniversary through 
your own offerings, which can also vary greatly 
depending on the type of business,” Moran said.

Chamber President Ward Todd said the breakfast 
will also feature recognition of the organization’s 

2026 Corporate Sponsors and.
For Bruck, who serves on the Chamber’s Board 

of Directors, this will be his third time addressing 
the Chamber, and he called it a unique opportunity 
because Moran and Palmer will also be there.

“It’s a really good opportunity if people have 
questions about the history of the area,” he said. 
“We’ll all be in one place and hopefully we can teach 
folks something.”

Chamber Breakfast Meetings are a great way to 
stay on top of current events and connect with other 
local business leaders and are open to Chamber 
members and the general public. Tickets are $35 in 
advance or $40 at the door for Chamber members, 
$45 for non-members. Reservations are required. 
Call (845) 338-5100 or register online at  www.
UlsterChamber.org.

2026

Happy 250th America!
History Comes Alive At Next Breakfast
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HealthAlliance Hospital Brings Advanced 3D Mammography 
Technology to Kingston, Strengthening Healthcare Access in Ulster 
County

Businesses thrive when communities are healthy. That’s why HealthAlliance 
Hospital, a member of WMCHealth, continues to make significant investments 
in advanced healthcare services that benefit local residents, employers, and the 
regional economy.

The latest example is the addition of state-of-the-art 3D Mammography 
technology at HealthAlliance Hospital, providing women throughout Ulster 
County and beyond with access to advanced breast cancer screening close to 
home.

This new technology represents more than a healthcare upgrade—it is an 
investment in the long-term health and well-being of the workforce, families, 
and communities that drive our local economy.

Advanced Technology, Better Outcomes
Unlike traditional 2D mammography, 3D Mammography creates highly 

detailed three-dimensional images of breast tissue, helping physicians identify 
abnormalities with greater accuracy. The technology is clinically proven to 
increase the detection of breast cancers while reducing the number of patients 
who are called back for additional testing.

For women with dense breast tissue—a condition 
affecting nearly half of women over age 40—3D 
Mammography can provide a clearer view and improve the 
likelihood of early detection.

Earlier detection often leads to more treatment options, less invasive care, 
improved outcomes, and peace of mind for patients and their families.

“This investment reflects our ongoing commitment to delivering world-
class, patient-centered care right here in Ulster County,” said Elissa Chessari, 
Executive Director of HealthAlliance Hospital. “By expanding access to 
advanced screening technology, we are helping reduce barriers to care and 
improving health outcomes for the women and families we serve.”

Women interested in scheduling a 3D Mammography screening at 
HealthAlliance’s Breast Health Center can call 845.338.4248 or visit 
wmchealth.org for more information.

Building a Stronger Healthcare Infrastructure
The addition of 3D Mammography is part of a broader strategy by 

WMCHealth to strengthen healthcare services throughout Ulster County.
Since opening the new HealthAlliance at Hospital Mary’s Avenue in 2022, 

WMCHealth has continued to invest in innovative technologies, expanded 
services, and enhanced patient access. Recent advancements include:

The first da Vinci Robotic Surgical System in Ulster 
County, enabling minimally invasive procedures with 
greater precision and faster recovery times.

A renovated Inpatient Behavioral Health Unit, 
restoring critical mental health services for the community.

A state-of-the-art Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory, which has 
provided life-saving cardiac care to more than 2,500 patients since opening.

WMCHealth’s Medical Village in Kingston, bringing together healthcare, 
educational, and community services in a centralized, easily accessible location.

These investments ensure that residents can access sophisticated healthcare 
services without traveling outside the region, while also supporting economic 
development and quality of life across Ulster County.

Why This Matters to Local Businesses
Access to high-quality healthcare is an important factor for employers 

seeking to attract and retain talent. Advanced preventive services like 3D 
Mammography help employees prioritize their health, potentially reducing 
time away from work and improving long-term wellness.

As healthcare continues to evolve, investments like these strengthen the 
region’s infrastructure, making Ulster County an even better place to live, work, 
raise a family, and do business.

WMC Health | HealthAlliance Hospital is June’s Breakfast Sponsor

Bonding At The Bank
Uptown Rondout Savings Branch To Host June Mixer

Rondout Savings Bank’s 2026 theme, “We Are Rondout,” revolves 
around people and relationships, so it makes perfect sense that the 
revered financial institution would host a Mixer, where professionals 
meet, exchange business cards, enjoy complimentary refreshments and 
connect meaningfully. 

Mark your calendar for the Chamber networking event on June 24 
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at 267 Wall St. in Kingston, Rondout’s Uptown 
branch.

It’s been two years since Rondout Savings Bank first welcomed 
Chamber guests to its new Uptown location for a Mixer, showing off 
the state-of-the-art banking facility in the heart of Kingston’s historic 
district. The design, which features plenty of glass to unify the space as 
well as original features, focuses on being welcoming and collaborative.

That same community-forward vibe is expected at the Chamber’s first 
Mixer of the summer. 

According to bank officials, the “We Are Rondout” theme “brings 
light to the all the people behind Rondout Savings Bank” and the 
relationships it has built in the community over the years. 

As Kingston and the Mid-Hudson Valley continue to grow and change, 
Rondout remains a “true local community bank where customers can 
still walk in, know the people helping them and feel connected to a team 
that genuinely cares about their success,” bank leaders said.

One of the distinguishing factors about Rondout Savings Bank is its 
locally focused and highly responsive team. Led by President and CEO 
Cheryl Bowers, the staff prides itself on being accessible and connected 
to its customers and community. 

“We believe community banking works best when people can have 
real conversations, ask questions, share ideas and know there are 
experienced banking professionals willing to listen, offer guidance and 
do what they can to help local businesses and families succeed,” said 
Bowers, the first female president in the bank’s 158-year history.

“We never take for granted the trust our customers place in Rondout 
Savings Bank,” she added. “Many local businesses have chosen to grow 
with us for years, and that means something to us. Gratitude isn’t just 
something you say, it’s something you show through your actions, your 
service and simply being there when your customers need you.”

Anthony Troccia, the assistant vice president of business development, 
said the staff at Rondout takes the time to get to know customers and 
their goals and dreams.

“Every day, we work with local business owners taking risks, families 
building their future, nonprofits strengthening our neighborhoods and 
new people discovering everything this region has to offer,” Troccia 
said. “That’s what community banking means to us — being present, 
approachable and invested in the people and businesses that make this 
area special.”

The “We Are Rondout” campaign highlights the employees, 
customers and stakeholders who are part of the community—not just 
during business hours, but every day, Trocchia added. “They volunteer, 
support local organizations, attend community events and build 
relationships that go beyond banking. 

“We believe there’s real value in being a community bank that 
has remained rooted here for generations, while continuing to grow 
alongside the communities we serve.”

He said events like the Chamber Mixer are another way for the bank 
to bring people together, support local businesses and strengthen the 
relationships that continue to move Kingston and Ulster County forward.

During the Chamber Mixer, Rondout Savings Bank will recognize a 
few of its food and beverage customers, including Blue Duck Brewing 
Co., co-founded by father-and-son duo Rich and Ryan Gillette.  

Trocchia said Blue Duck is “a great example of the type of 
community-minded startup contributing to the energy and growth taking 
place throughout the area.”

 Mixer attendees will get a chance to try the brewery’s newest craft 
release, “Lighthouse IPA,” part of Blue Duck’s craft beer series.

“We’re incredibly grateful when new and growing businesses choose 
Rondout Savings Bank as their banking partner,” Bowers said. “Starting 
or relocating a business takes vision, hard work and commitment, and 
we take great pride in supporting entrepreneurs who are investing in our 
community and helping Kingston and Ulster County continue to grow.

“Businesses like Blue Duck Brewing Co. represent exactly the kind 
of community spirit and entrepreneurial energy that makes this region 
special,” she said. “We’re proud to support local business owners like 
Ryan and Rich Gillette, who are building something meaningful here, 
while helping strengthen the local community along the way.”

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote your 
business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. Mixers are open to 
Chamber Members 21 years of age and older.   There is no charge for 
Chamber Members to attend but reservations are required. Call (845) 
338-5100 or register online at  www.UlsterChamber.org.  Prospective 
Members interested in attending, please contact Jess Davis (845) 338-
5100 x4 or Jess@UlsterChamber.org.

Jon PalmerTaylor Bruck Eddie Moran

June MixerJune Mixer
Wed., June 24Wed., June 24

5-7 pm5-7 pm

Rondout Savings BankRondout Savings Bank
267 Wall Street267 Wall Street

Kingston, NYKingston, NY
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Oftentimes, accomplished people purposely shun the 
spotlight. That’s because their aim in life is to uplift and 
push others to greatness. It’s not at all about self.

That’s the case with the Black business owners and 
community leaders set to be honored at the Ulster County 
Black Business Community Celebration on June 18 from 
4:30-8:00 p.m. 

The event, hosted by the Ulster Chamber in partnership 
with Ulster County Tourism and Black History Kingston, 
will be held at Ulster Savings Bank, 180 Schwenk Drive, 
Kingston.

It’s the 5th year the 
Chamber has hosted the 
event and the first year 
to include a featured 
speaker, Erica Ford, 
known as The Peace 
Doctor, who is a leader 
in Community Violence 
Intervention and 
Prevention. She’s also 
the founder and CEO of 
LIFE Camp, Inc. and an 
architect for Anti-Gun 
Violence. She is widely 
recognized for creating 

New York City’s Crisis Management System.
The awards themselves include a broad spectrum of 

community leaders.
Eddie Parker, owner of EAP Productions DJ Service, 

said while he is thrilled to be receiving this year’s 
Black Business Excellence Award, he was surprised and 
humbled.

“I’m not awards guy,” said Parker, a lifelong Kingston 
resident. “I just want to make people happy and get their 
minds off politics and all the bad things that are going on 
in the world. I love music, and I’ve been deejaying since I 
was 14. It’s been a real 
blessing in my life.”

Parker is among 
five local luminaries 
to be recognized at 
the upcoming event. 
Sharon Williams, 
director of the Ulster 
County Office of 
Employment and 
Training, will receive 
the Black Business 
Leadership Award, 
while Mia Howard, 
Chief Executive 
Officer of Scrub 
Masters Plus Corp., will get the Maude Bruce Community 
Impact Award.

Naimah Armstrong, 
an entrepreneur and 
licensed clinical social 
worker at the Kingston 
City School District, 
was tapped for the 
Young Black Leader 
Award, and Frank 
Waters, founder and 
Executive Director of 
MyKingstonKids will 
receive the inaugural 
Ripple Effect Award.

Parker, the father of 
four, was a football 
legend at Kingston High 
School. He went to Temple University on a four-year 
football scholarship and later played professionally for 
the Green Bay Packers, San Francisco 49ers and in the 
World Football League. 

He spent the bulk of his career working for the state 
office of Children and Family Services, where he was a 

juvenile corrections 
officer at Brookwood 
Secure Center for 
Youth in Claverack.

Now 61, Parker 
said he has built 
lasting relationships 
and been a part of 
many family and 
corporate milestones 
by deejaying at area 
events and parties. 
“Music brings people 
of all ages together. It’s 
such a joy,” he said. 
“This is a phenomenal 
place to live and raise kids, and I’m very proud of our 
community.”

Sharon Williams 
is a lot like Parker 
when it comes to not 
wanting to be in the 
spotlight. While she 
said she’s proud to be 
receiving the Black 
Business Leadership 
Award, she is also a 
tad “uncomfortable 
with recognition.”

“Leadership doesn’t 
mean you’re the 
loudest or the one 
who captures the most 
of attention,” she said. “A true leader leads from behind 
and pushes their team forward and lets them shine. When 
they shine, that’s when I know I’ve done my job right. 

“I was truly surprised and humbled when I learned I 
would be getting this award. Recognition is not my thing. 
It definitely knocked me off my feet.”

As the Director of the Ulster County Office of 
Employment and Training, Williams and her team help 
people looking for work find jobs, among other services. 
On the business side, they help employers fine-tune their 
hiring processes to ensure they get the best candidates.

Williams, who is from New York City, graduated 
from Brooklyn Law School in 1999. She moved to the 
Hudson Valley 20 years ago and has held several jobs, 
including regional director of the Adoptive and Foster 
Family Coalition and director of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Orange County.

“My path has been pretty winding,” she said. “It wasn’t 
straight or even intentional, 
but it made me who I am and 
I love that.”

Nominated by her 
employees, who noted her 
extraordinary motivational 
and team-building skills, 
Williams said that is her 
purpose in life.

My greatest joy is really 
watching people find their 
passion and discover that 
they are exceptional,” she 
said.

Mia Howard, Chief 
Executive Officer of Scrub 
Masters Plus, likewise lives 
to transform lives. She 
founded the commercial 
cleaning company in 
Kingston a decade ago 
and makes it a point to 
acknowledge and reward her 
employees, creating a proud 
and engaged workforce.

Getting the Maude Bruce 

Community Impact 
Award has special 
meaning for Howard, 
who, as a child, 
witnessed the ugliness 
of racism.

“I was sitting on the 
train with my dad, who 
was always so well-
dressed. When we got 
off, the police asked 
him what his name was. 
He said, ‘What for?’ 
Then they physically 
hurt him, and the look 
in his eyes branded my 
soul. I was left alone as if I wasn’t a worthy child to care 
for, and it changed me. Later, my dad said to me, ‘We 
must do better.’ I knew then I had work to do.

“This award means I’m being recognized for what I’ve 
done and what I stand for,” she added. “I am defined by 
our history, our culture and our resilience. I stand fully 
in that identity and the responsibility that comes with 
it. I’m committed to that work, and I’m not done. I’m 
not receiving it as a recognition, but as a reminder to me 
to keep showing up. Thank you for seeing me and my 
work.” 

The  Black Business Community Celebration begins 
at 4:30 p.m., with the awards presentation at 5:00 p.m. 
and  a community celebration to follow from 6:00-8:00 
p.m.

“The Chamber would like to congratulate our 2026 
honorees and acknowledge those who provided the 
nominations and the independent panel for the final 
selections,” said Chamber Vice President Jess Davis. 
“These awards recognize the best in Black-owned 
businesses in Ulster County.” 

This year’s event sponsors include Ulster Savings 
Bank (Presenting Sponsor), Ulster County Tourism 
and Central Hudson (Welcoming Sponsors), KDD 
Marketing (Platinum Sponsor), CDPHP, Hudson Valley 
Wine & Food Fest, JK’s Wine & Liquor, Keegan Ales, 
Northwestern Mutual, People’s Place, Resource Center 
for Accessible Living (RCAL) and Ulster Federal 
Credit Union (Diamond Sponsors), Mid-Hudson Energy 
Transition and Scrub Masters Plus Corp. (Bronze 
Sponsors). 

Everyone is invited to join  the celebration. There is 
no charge to attend, but registration is required. To 
register, go to ulsterchamber.org. 
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~ These Members Have Renewed ~

Spotlighting Excellence
Chamber To Fete Best Of Ulster’s Black Business Community
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A n n i v e r s a r i e s :
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Catskill Art Supply

25 Years
UnitedHealthcare

10 Years
Allium Technology Group, Inc.

Graff Law, LLC

1 Year
Furlani & Son Machine Shop

Kingston Carpet One
Northwestern Mutual

The Designery Hudson Valley
Tremper

Ribbon Cuttings

ELEVATE HEALTH ASSOCIATES

243 Main Street ~ Suite 120, New Paltz, NY
elevatehealthnp.com

LATIN FUSION

284 Plaza Road, Kingston Plaza, Kingston

RUPCO SILVER GARDENS

58 Andi Court, Highland, NY
rupco.org

SEEDLING CHILDCARE CENTER AT 
GOLDEN HILL (FAMILY OF WOODSTOCK)

63 Golden Hill Drive, Kingston, NY
www.familyofwoodstockinc.org

GREEN BAR

117 Main Street, New Paltz, NY
greenbarnp.com

LAS CARMELIAS
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

342 Broadway, Kingston, NY
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Reggie Boyce (J.A.M. Landscaping & Property 
Management), Anthony Pappalardi (Romeo 
Volkswagen), and Jasmine Graham (Mid-
Hudson Energy Transition).

Dr. Joseph Cohen (Dr. Joseph Cohen 
Optometry) and Barbara Cohen (Jewish 
Federation of Ulster County).

Durell Coston and Victoria Coston (both 
with Northwestern Mutual), Ernest 
Germano and Dennise Germano (both 
with Mid-Hudson Photo ID).

Ulster Chamber Vice President Jess Davis with Mixer Host Apple Greens 
Golf Course Jamie Roehrs, Judy Roehrs, and David Roehrs.

Ulster Chamber Vice President Jess Davis with Mixer Sponsor TEG 
Federal Credit Union, Michael Mazzuca, Ajee Anderson, Scott 
McNally, Donna McCann, and Shelby Gregson.

Chamber Ambassadors, Kevin Anthony (Ulster County Resource 
Recovery Agency), Mo Gibbons (Kingston Kiwanis Club), Michele 
Weiner (Port Ewen Diner), Jim Bracco (Jim Bracco Classic Auto 
Broker Service), and Mary Anne Mahaffey (Rycor Heating & 
Cooling).

Apple Greens
Golf Course
161 South Street
Highland, NY
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PFM HUDSON

Milan, NY   12571
Rob Atkinson – Owner
Category:  Individual Membership
Description:  Looking for a local business here in 
the Hudson Valley to buy and run myself.

NEW HOPE COMMUNITY, INC.

PO Box 289
Loch Sheldrake, NY  12759
Donna Fischer - Director of Marketing & 
Communications
www.newhopecommunity.org
Category:  Human Services
Description: New Hope Community is a not-
for-profit human services organization that, for 
over 50 years, has been providing supports 
and empowering the lives for individuals with 
intellectual and other developmental disabilities. 

WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERSWELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS

J.A.M. LANDSCAPING &
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Pine Bush, NY  12566
Reggie Boyce - Owner
Category:  Landscape Contractors
Description:  Property maintenance company 
serving both commercial properties and 
residential properties. Lawn maintenance, 
shrub and tree trimming, landscaping, installs, 
sidewalks, patios, and pavers, garbage, and 
junk removal, soft and power washing. Most 
phases of maintenance offered.

HISTORIAL SOCIETY OF WOODSTOCK
20 Comeau Drive
Woodstock, NY   12498
Weston Blelock – Trustee
Category:  Historical Societies/Museums
Description:  The Historical Society of 
Woodstock (HSW) was founded in 1929 by 
a group of artists, writers, academics, and 
townspeople. Its 11,000-item archives include 
821 works of art documenting the art colony 
era. Further, its extensive music collection helps 
document the run-up to the 1969 Woodstock 
Festival and beyond. These serve as a resource 
for a wide range of exhibitions on local themes, 
public programs, lectures, publications, and 
research projects. The HSW is a volunteer-run, 
membership-supported 501(c)(3). The HSW 
welcomes and encourages the donation of 
appropriate materials.

SANZI CONSTRUCTION GROUP LLC

PO Box 3861
Kingston, NY  12402
Stefan Sanzi - Owner
www.sanziassociates.com
Category:  Construction Management
Description:  Specializing in all phases of 
residential and small commercial construction, 
maintenance and repairs.

BREVITY
Kingston, NY  12401
Christian Chavez - Founder, Design & 
Experience
www.brevity.partners
Category:  Marketing
Description:  Brevity helps its partners redefine 
their competitive edge and activate it across 
every level of their business. Bridging high-level 
strategy with hands-on execution across AI, 
operations, marketing, and design, we ensure 
that smart evolution isn’t just imagined, it’s 
brought to life.

ELEVATE ENTERPRISES LLC
1082 Morton Blvd
Kingston, NY  12401
Amy Pearlman - Owner
Category:  Fitness/Health Clubs
Description:  Fitness studio offering group fit 
classes in HITT, dance, strength, mat, TRX, and 
flexibility.

THE FLOWER SHACK

160 South Street
Highland, NY 12528
Adrienne Roehrs – Owner/Designer
www.flowershackny.com
Category:  Florists
Description:  Flower Grow and Sell, Florist, 
Bloom Bar, On-site Floral Arranging Classes

NEW PALTZ WAY HOTEL

11 Water St.
New Paltz, NY  12561
Alyssa Schmidt – Hotel Manager
www.newpaltzway.com
Category:  Hotel
Description:  Connecting the Best of New York. 
Just 90 minutes north of NYC, New Paltz Way 
is a Hudson Valley refuge shaped by stone, 
stillness, and nature’s slow intelligence. Settle 
into an upstate rhythm with water and ridgeline 
views and direct access to a meandering river, a 
23-mile forested trail, and a village buzzing with 
charm.

LSK BUILDING INSPECTIONS
Kingston, NY  12401
www.lskinspections.com
Category:  Real Estate - Inspections
Description:  Residential and commercial 
building inspector.

•	 A national survey indicates that chamber 
membership has consistent and powerful benefits for 
small business members. If respondents know that 
a small business is a member of its local chamber, 
the business enjoys a  73% increase in consumer 
awareness.


