
Sawyer Motors at 166 Ulster Ave. 
in Saugerties is a certified Chrysler 
5-star dealership with a huge 
inventory of new and pre-owned 
vehicles. Led by Bob Siracusano, 
the dealership has been around since 
1934. He and his brother, Larry, 
purchased it in 1990 and have taken it 
to new heights. They also purchased 
Sawyer Chevrolet in Catskill in 1994.

While selling cars is the business focus, the Siracusanos 
and their team are known regionally for giving back to the 
community. The main fundraiser annually is the Sawyer Motors 
Car Show, known as the “best little car show in the Northeast.” 
The event typically draws more than 500 hotrods, vintage 
and classic cars and thousands of spectators to the village of 
Saugerties each July. All the money raised goes back to the 
community as donations to nonprofits such as the Boys and 

Girls Club of Saugerties, The Arc 
Mid-Hudson, Hope Rocks and the 
Center for Spectrum Services, to 
name a few.

Additionally, local families that 
have suffered terminal illnesses and 
other crises have benefited from their 
generosity. At the 2024 car show, more 
than $84,000 alone was distributed. 

Since starting the car show, the Sawyer Automotive Foundation 
has given away more than $1 million to those in need.

The family’s altruism extends far beyond the car show. They 
participate in numerous annual fundraisers for local nonprofits, 
helping them to maintain and upgrade their programs. In 
addition, they coordinate Holiday in the Village in Saugerties, 
which distributes hundreds of bikes and toys to local children 
annually.

One of  the  latest ways  Bob  gives  back is with his vintage 

Good Humor truck. He purchased the 1967 Ford from a private 
collector in Chicago in 2021 and now takes it to community 
functions to hand out free ice cream to school kids and special-
needs children and adults. Two years ago, the Siracusano family 
opened the Sawyer Ice Cream Co., across the street from the car 
dealership, as another way to serve the community.

Bob, 74, is an Army veteran who got his start at the Sears 
Auto Center in Kingston. During his 16-year career there, 
he was named the No. 2 salesperson in the country. The 
Siracusano brothers have also earned numerous awards for 
their local philanthropy, and in 2022, Bob was nominated for 
the Time Dealer of the Year, one of the automotive industry’s 
most prestigious honors. The New York State Automobile 
Dealers Association selected him for his extraordinary business 
practices, ongoing charitable work and community service.

There have been many ideas over the years for the development 
of the picturesque Winston Farm in Saugerties, but the latest 
project is gaining steam and will be the subject of the Chamber’s 
next breakfast meeting on Nov. 13.

The speakers will be Josh Sommers, the CEO of Focus Media 
and the project spokesman, and Dan Ahouse, the founder of 
Kingston-based Stockade Strategies, a government affairs and 
economic and community development firm. The breakfast 
is scheduled for 7:30 to 9 a.m. at Diamond Mills Hotel and 
BLACKBARN Hudson Valley in Saugerties. The breakfast 
sponsor is Sawyer Motors.

“This will be one of the biggest economic development 
projects in the history of Ulster County,” Sommers said. “It will 
complement tourism, housing and commercial development.”

The project is now going through the environmental review 
process and Sommers said community input on the future of the 
840-acre property is critical.

“This is a community opportunity, and we all have to be part 
of that process and lend our voice,” he said. “Winston Farm is 
committed to providing updates. Community feedback shapes 
the submission and the plans. In fact, portions of the plans 
were changed based on how the community provided input, 
so the Ulster Chamber and the business community are vital to 
supporting the project.”

Developers say the project involves $457 million in 
construction spending with an expected annual economic impact 
of $62.6 million. It would also create several thousand jobs 
and opportunities for numerous agri-tech and -tourism, light-
industrial, commercial, residential and hospitality businesses, as 
well as urgently needed housing units that include workforce 
and inclusionary housing. 

“These benefits are in addition to preserving a historic 
property’s rich heritage, natural gifts, beauty, and charm through 
parks and trails,” Sommers said.

The project would also help address Ulster County’s housing 

shortage by providing 155 single-
family homes, 110 townhouses and 
650 condo/apartment units. The 
plans also call for 250,000 square 
feet of commercial space, a 150-
room boutique hotel, a conference 
center with 250 hotel rooms, an 
enclosed performance venue (the 
property hosted the Woodstock ’94 
music festival), 250,000 square feet 
of lab or light-industrial space and a 
campground with 100 cabins.

Long-time Saugerties residents and 
business owners Anthony Montano, 
John Mullen and Randy Richers 
purchased Winston Farm in 2020 
from the Schaller family, which had 
owned it since 1961. Montano, Mullen and Richers are known 
as caring, ethical neighbors and successful business leaders, and 
are committed to collaborating with the Saugerties community 
and municipal leaders.

“Saugerties is the owners’ community,” Sommers said. 
“These respected gentlemen live in Saugerties and conduct 
their businesses in Saugerties. They drive the same streets, eat 
at the same restaurants and shop at the same stores as all other 
residents. They are committed to a model of smart development 
and sustainability plans that adhere to the Town of Saugerties’ 
Climate Action Plan.”

The Hudson Valley Economic Development Corp. identified 
the Winston Farm site as a premier development opportunity 
because of its location across from the Thruway’s Saugerties 
entrance as well as the property’s scale, topography and scenic 
views. In addition, the Chamber endorsed Winston Farm as a 
visionary proposal that would powerfully energize the Hudson 
Valley as a deep source of culture, employment opportunities, 

tax revenue and housing for generations to come.
“Winston Farm is an opportunity to help shape the area’s 

future in a dynamic way, and the developers are committed to 
collaborating with the Saugerties community and municipal 
leaders,” Sommers said. “The development will be a robust 
economic engine for Saugerties and the Hudson Valley, and 
tourism attractions will draw new dollars and visitors. That will 
exponentially grow the economy, support local merchants and 
suppliers, and position Saugerties as a destination for the entire 
Northeast.”

To learn more about the project, go to WinstonFarm.com and 
Facebook.com/WinstonFarmNY. 

Chamber Breakfast Meetings are a great way to stay on 
top of current events and connect with other local business 
leaders and are open to Chamber members as well as the 
general public. Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 at the door 
for Chamber members, $40 for non-members. Reservations 
are required. Call (845) 338-5100 or register online at www.
UlsterChamber.org.

The showroom at Tasca Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, Fiat 
of Kingston is the perfect location for a Chamber Mixer. It’s a 
large, bright, cheerful space with ample room to network and 
meet up with old friends. 

The dealership, run by the Tasca family, hosted a successful 
Mixer last fall and is inviting Chamber members back on Nov. 
7 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. to reconnect with each other and the 
business at 129 state Route 28, which was founded by Larry 
Begnal more than 50 years ago. 

“One of the things that distinguishes us is that Tasca is a 
family-owned business,” said General Manager John Renteria. 
“Although Tasca operates more than 30 dealerships, this is a 
family atmosphere. Our tagline is ‘You will be satisfied,’ and 
that’s always our aim. The Tasca family is very dedicated to its 
customers, employees and dealerships. It’s a great company that 
keeps growing.”

The Tasca Automotive Group, headquartered in Rhode Island, 
purchased the former L.T. Begnal Motors in April of 2023 and 
has settled in nicely and gotten to know its neighbors well. 
They’ve added EV charging stations at the dealership and have 
supported local fundraisers and events such as the fourth-annual 
Mainetti & Mainetti Uptown Car Show in September.

“We take care of our community as well as our customers,” 
Renteria said. “We really go out of the way to make sure they’re 
satisfied, whether they’re a repeat customer or a new one.”

Tasca Automotive Group was founded by Robert Tasca, Sr. in 
1953.  The original Tasca Ford in Bristol, R.I.., was destroyed 

a year later by Hurricane Carol. He then relocated and opened 
Tasca Ford in East Providence, which, by the 1960s, had become 
the second-largest Ford dealership in the world. This was also 
the birthplace of the Tasca Racing program and many legendary 
muscle cars such as the Ford Cobra Jet, Tasca Street Boss and 
Mystery race cars.

In 1972, he opened Tasca Lincoln Mercury in Seekonk, Mass., 
which became the highest-volume Lincoln-Mercury dealership 
in the world in 1986 and repeated in 1987 and 1988, while also 
winning the Ford President’s Award for outstanding customer 
satisfaction. 

At the Seekonk store, Tasca also launched the innovative 
Pre-Trade program, pioneering the concept of short-term trade 
cycles and leasing. He was also joined in the business by his 
three sons, Bob, Carl and David Tasca, fulfilling another of his 
dreams to build a successful family business. Today, Jaime, 
the only female family member involved in the business, 
works alongside her brothers, Bob and Michael, as well as her 
cousins. Her nephew, Bob Tasca IV, 22, represents the fourth 
generation. 

Renteria said the family is looking forward to hosting the 
Mixer and has a lot of fun things planned, including a full 
buffet and a selection of beer and wine. They also will be giving 
away three big-screen TVs and  coupons for free oil changes, 
alignments and tire rotations as well as deals on new and used 
cars. 

“If you missed the last Mixer, be sure to come out and meet 

our staff,” Renteria said. “We’re a friendly bunch that will 
greet you with a smile and make you feel like family.”

Chamber Mixers are a great way  to network and promote 
your business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. 
This free networking event is open to Chamber members 
and prospective members. Reservations are  a must  and can 
be made by calling the Chamber at (845) 338-5100 or by 
registering online at www.ulsterchamber.org. 

2024

Tasca Hosting November Mixer
Car Dealership Exudes Family Atmosphere

Winston Farm Project On Breakfast Agenda
Could Generate $62M In Annual Economic Impact

Sawyer Motors To Sponsor November Breakfast

Nov. MixerNov. Mixer
Thurs., Nov. 7Thurs., Nov. 7

5-7 pm5-7 pm

Tasca Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, Tasca Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram, 
Fiat of KingstonFiat of Kingston

129 State Route 28, Kingston, NY129 State Route 28, Kingston, NY
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Jeremy Rhodes had no idea what he was 
launching when he innocently stuffed a few 
pizza ingredients into a bagel on New Year’s 
Eve in 2020.

“It was just happenstance,” said Rhodes, now 
the owner of Moonrise Bagels in Woodstock 
and Poughkeepsie. “We had a goofy idea, and 
it just took off from there.”

His wife, Ali Chetkof, said Rhodes was 
making pizza and prepping bagels for brunch 
the next day when he made too much tomato 
sauce.

“We started trying different comfort foods 
and things we liked to eat inside of them,” 
Chetkof said. “We posted them on Instagram 
and it kind of blew up from there.”

The couple was soon inundated with social 
media messages about their creations, and they 
started selling out of their apartment. When 
that got too big, they started holding pop-up 
sales in Woodstock.

“When we showed up for our first popup 
there was already a line out the door and we 
sold out within minutes,” Chetkof said.

Moonrise Bagels officially opened its 
Woodstock location in December 2021 after 
a series of pop-ups and has sold more than 
80,000 bagels across all 50 states and Canada. 
The company was also featured on NBC’s 
“Today Show” in January 2023. 

“Business has been great,” Chetkof said. 
“Everyone has been super supportive. This 
happened on a whim, so we’ve just been really 
overwhelmed by the reaction and how much 
people like the product and how it’s allowed 
us to expand.”

Moonrise Bagels is known for serving New 
York-style bagels stuffed with comfort food 
like Bacon, Egg and Cheese, Buffalo Chicken 
and Pastrami Reuben along with unstuffed 
bagels and classic spreads. Vegetarian and 
vegan options are also available.

The company, which employs 20 people, 
opened a second location in Poughkeepsie in 
July and has opened a pop-up on Broadway 
in Midtown Kingston. Customers can also 
order via Goldbelly, an online marketplace for 
gourmet food.

Chetkof said the stuffing process is labor-
intensive, and all the products are made by 
hand and baked fresh every day. Customers 
have been surprised by the cuisine creations.

“They taste it, and they’re surprised by how 
good it is,” Chetkof said. “That’s the reaction 
we get a lot. It’s a really good bagel and then 
you stuff it with homemade, made-from-
scratch, delicious ingredients, I think they’re 
impressed and surprised by how good of an 

experience it is.”
“The No. 1 question 

we get is, ‘How come 
no one thought of this 
before?’ The response 
has been phenomenal.”

The couple seem 
perfect for the venture. 
Rhodes is a former 
director of accounting 
for Union Square 
Hospitality Group, one 
of the largest restaurant 
groups in the world. 
Chetkof grew up in 
Woodstock and comes to 
the restaurant business 
with a public relations 
background. The 
creative couple chose 
the name “Moonrise” 
to get people to think of 
bagels beyond breakfast.

“To us, bagels are just 
a delicious bread and 
when you fill them with 
good stuff, you can eat 
them all times of the day,” Chetkof said. “We 
like to say you can eat a stuffed bagel from 
sunrise to moonrise and any time in between.”

Chetkof said the Chamber 
helped organize a Ribbon 
Cutting for Moonrise Bagel’s 
Poughkeepsie location and has 
been encouraging as they grow 
their business.

“The Chamber has been 
tremendously helpful,” she 
said. “If we have any questions, 
they’re there to help provide 
support as well. Meeting other 
business owners has been very 
helpful.”

Moonrise Bagels, located at 68 Tinker St. in 
Woodstock, can be reached at (845) 684-7447 
or moonrisebagels.com. The Poughkeepsie 
store is at 26 Winslow Gate Road and can be 
reached at (845) 849-0228.
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THE W-Hole Story On Moonrise Bagels
From Sunrise To Moonrise ... And Any Time In Between

A & D Pumps
A Slice of Italy
AL’S SMOKIN’ BBQ SAUCE
Arrowood Farms
Arts Society of Kingston
B ‘n B Bagels
Bearsville Center
Boice’s Milk House
Bounce Sports & Entertainment Center
Broadway Lights Diner
C2G Environmental Consultants, LLC
Club Pet
Corcoran Country Living
Courtyard by Marriott
D. G. Gutierrez Enterprises, LLC
   dba Woodstock Landscaping and Excavating
Dawes Septic and Repair
Deising’s Bakery & Restaurant
EnergyNext, Inc.
eOneMedia
Etain, LLC
EvolveD Interiors & Design Showroom, LLC
FASTSIGNS of Kingston
Fix N Phone, LLC
Gilday Creative, Inc
Grunblatt Psychology & Counseling Offices, PC
Halter Associates Realty - Woodstock
Headless Horseman Haunted Attractions
High Falls Food Co-op
Hole in the Wall Donuts
HOMEMASTER, LLC
J.R.’s Auto Body, Inc.
Jim’s Mufflers, Inc.
Joseph Diacovo, DMD
Keap
Kingston Midtown Rising, Inc.
Kingston Physical Therapy & Sports Rehab, PC
Lifeguard Systems, Inc.
Local Economic Opportunities (The LEO Group)
Lowe Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Marigold Home

Masa Midtown
Medical Associates of the Hudson Valley, PC
MercaWood Electric Inc.
Mid-Hudson Oral and Maxillofacial Practice, 
   PC : Dr. Matthew Hilmi
Miller & Kahn
Millstream Tavern
Next Boutique
Normann Staffing
People’s Place
Petro Home Services
Phoenicia Diner
Pine St. Dental Associates, PC
Pioneer Realty Advisors
PLUGPV Solar
Red Owl Collective
Rhinebeck Bank
S.A.P. Exteriors Inc.
Saugerties Pharmacy, LLC
Scrub Masters Plus Corp
SELUX Corporation
Sound of LIFE Radio Network
St. Catherine’s Center for Children
The Arc Mid-Hudson
The Law Firm of Sharon C. Fletcher, PLLC
The Original Mickey’s Igloo
Thomas K. Petro, Esq.
Ulster County Industrial Development 
   Agency (UCIDA)
Ulster County Italian American Foundation
Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency
Unless Media
Visionexcel
Win Morrison Realty
Wood ‘n Wheel Family Fun Center
Wright Architects
Zell CPA, PC

~ These Members Have Renewed ~

Ali Chetkof and Jeremy Rhodes
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Ribbon Cuttings
BROOKSIDE WANDER

AT EMERSON RESORT & SPA

5340 Route 28, Mt. Tremper NY
emersonresort.com

NUVANCE HEALTH PRIMARY CARE 
PRACTICE

1240 Ulster Avenue, Kingston NY
www.nuvancehealth.org

WELLNESS EMPOWERMENT CENTER 
LIFT AT PEOPLE’S PLACE

17 St. James Street, Kingston NY
www.peoplesplace.org

SPOON FULL OF SUGAR

1014 Morton Blvd., Kingston NY

WOOD ‘N WHEEL FAMILY FUN CENTER 
~ 50TH ANNIVERSARY

365 Broadway, Ulster Park NY
www.woodnwheel.com

NICE AND HIGH LLC
DBA CATSKILL MOUNTAIN HIGH

308 Plaza Road, Kingston  NY
catskillmtnhigh.com

ETAIN ADULT USE CANNABIS 
DISPENSARY

445 Route 28, Kingston NY
www.etain.com

MY KINGSTON KIDS
IMAGINE PARK

Kingston NY
mykingstonkids.com/services/party-services

Anniversaries:
45 Years

Deising’s Bakery & Restaurant

40 Years
HOMEMASTER, LLC

35 Years
Kingston Physical Therapy & Sports Rehab, PC

15 Years
Lifeguard Systems, Inc.

Petro Home Services

10 Years
Pioneer Realty Advisors

5 Years
Kingston Midtown Rising, Inc.

Masa Midtown
PLUGPV Solar

1 Year
Arrowood Farms

Arts Society of Kingston
B ‘n B Bagels

Dawes Septic and Repair
MercaWood Electric Inc.

Mill & Main LLC
Red Owl Collective

Ulster County Industrial Development Agency (UCIDA)
Unless Media

For information on 

Chamber Membership,
email Jess Davis at

Jess@UlsterChamber.org
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ORANGE BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

212 Dolson Ave.
Middletown, NY   10940
Michael Gilfeather - President, Chief Executive 
Officer &  Director
Category:  Banks
Description:  We are an independent bank that 
began with the vision of 14 founders over 130 years 
ago. We have grown through conservative banking 
practices, ongoing innovation, and an unwavering 
commitment to the community and business clientele 
to more than $2.5 billion in total assets. Orange Bank 
& Trust now has seventeen offices across four counties; 
Orange, Rockland, Westchester and the Bronx.

LISTENING WAYS
Woodstock, NY   12498
Julie Parisi - Safe Conversations® Workshop Leader 
& Facilitator
Category:  Consultants - Training
Description:  Safe Conversations® is a structured 
dialogue process that teaches the profound, 
foundational skills to create safety and connection 
in every kind of relationship.  As a certified Safe 
Conversations workshop leader, I offer training in 
these relational skills to groups of all sizes, supporting 
you on your journey to a healthier, more joyful 
relationship whether at home or at work. I also offer 
facilitation services.  Using Safe Conversations in 
groups gives every person a chance to participate in a 
safe, non-judgmental environment.  This allows space 
for creative ideas and solutions to arise.

MID-HUDSON ENERGY TRANSITION

280 Wall Street, Suite 379
Kingston, NY   12401
Jasmine Graham - Executive Director
Category:  Non-Profit Organizations
Description:  We envision a future based on energy 
democracy, with equitable access to clean and 
healthy energy resources for all. Our programs help 
make homes and workplaces more energy efficient, 
healthier and affordable with clean electricity supply, 
community-based renewable energy, building retrofits 
and innovative clean transportation initiatives. 
Our community-centric approach leverages local 
knowledge, facilitates local control, and provides 
opportunities for community ownership of shared 
clean energy resources.

WELCOME WELCOME THESETHESE
NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS

SPOON FULL OF SUGAR

1040 Morton Blvd.
Kingston, NY   12401
Angie Paone - Owner
Category:  Gift Shops
Description:  Spoon Full of Sugar is a gift shop with 
amazing treasure! We have novelty items, clothing, 
antiques, furniture, and collectibles.

USALLIANCE FINANCIAL

PO Box 720
Napanoch, NY   12458
Melanie Garcia - Manager II
Category:  Credit Unions
Description:  Welcome to US Alliance Financial, a 
full-service not-for-profit financial institution that 
has been proudly serving members worldwide 
since 1966. Federally insured by the NCUA, we are 
committed to providing a comprehensive range 
of financial solutions to our diverse membership 
base of over 150,000 individuals. Whether you need 
checking and savings accounts, credit cards, loans, or 
online banking services, we have you covered. What 
sets Alliance apart is our extensive network of 5,300 
branch facilities and 30,000 surcharge-free ATMs 
across the country, ensuring our members can access 
their finances conveniently and securely. Additionally, 
we take pride in our industry-leading mobile banking 
app, providing a seamless digital experience for our 
members on the go.  Our journey began as a modest 
endeavor by a group of visionary IBM employees in 
1966. Recognizing the unique monetary needs of 
Tri-State Area IBM employees, they founded Alliance 
Financial to serve their community. Over the years, we 
have grown and transformed into a flourishing $2.9 
billion cooperative, touching the lives of employees 
from esteemed companies like American Express, 
PepsiCo, and, of course, IBM. As we continue to expand 
and evolve, we remain dedicated to our mission of 
empowering our members with the financial tools 
and services they need to achieve their goals and 
secure their future.
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Hudson River Maritime Museum
50 Rondout Landing, Kingston, NY

SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Our Mixer Sponsor Naccarato Insurance President John Naccarato, Ulster 
Chamber President Ward Todd, with our Mixer Host Hudson River Maritime 
Museum Executive Director Lisa Cline and Peter Criswell.

Derek Leung, Tommy Yan (both from Hudson 
Hideaway), Brandy Walters (Hole in the Wall 
Donuts), Jenny Yeung and Ivy Beckham (both 
from Crazy Bowlz Kingston).

Angel Gates Fonseca (HUDSY), JaLynn Davis 
(Young Ulster Professionals), and Kevin Treutler 
(Kingston Rotary Club).

Posie Strenz (Emerson Resort & Spa), and 
Leslie Phillips (HITS).

Robert Burhans (Hudson River Maritime Museum), Howard Slotnick 
(Esopus Business Alliance), Vincent Coq (The Pierre Toussaint Guild/The 
Office of Black Ministry of the Archdiocese of NY), Princess Green, Calief 
Housen (both from Career InTouch Inc.), Kirk Jensen (Esopus Business 
Alliance), and Joe Deegan (SVN Deegan-Collins Commercial Realty).

Jorja LoSchiavo, Joe LoSchiavo, Mary Tuma, Garry Tuma (behind), Nicole 
Francis, Joe Famiglietti, and Les Lombardi (all from Ulster County Italian 
American Foundation).

PLANET NETWORKS

4 Park Place
Newton, NJ   07860
Stacy Legg - Sales Executive
Category:  Internet Service Providers
Description:  Welcome to Planet Networks, your 
trusted provider of cutting-edge fiber optic internet 
since 1996. We pride ourselves on delivering reliable, 
high-speed solutions that connect people, places, and 
things. As a community-focused company, we are 
dedicated to enhancing connectivity and supporting 
local growth. For inquiries, contact Stacy at (845) 217-
0001.  Join Planet Networks and experience a new era 
of seamless, efficient internet connectivity.

UNRESTRICTED HUMANS
152 Linderman Ave.
Kingston, NY   12401
Mary Rood - Managing Partner
Category:  Business Coaching
Description:  UH specializes in helping small 
and medium businesses overcome their biggest 
challenges. We leverage human centered modern 
management approaches that have been successfully 
used in many Fortune 100 and 500 companies to help 
founders work on their business and not just in it.  This 
involves cultural, process and structure, and using AI 
to optimize costs and grow profitability.


