
Sawyer Savings Bank has been part of our community for 
over 153 years. During that time it  has strategically grown 
within key Ulster County markets. Sawyer Savings operates 
four branches located in Saugerties, New Paltz, Highland, and 
Marlboro in an effort to make the bank easily accessible to its 
customers throughout Ulster County. Sawyer Savings Bank’s 
localized growth within Ulster County is a testament to its focus 
on serving local families and businesses.

James Whitaker, President and CEO of Sawyer Savings Bank, 
elaborates with,  “Sawyer Savings Bank provides its customers 
more value than simply being part of the Ulster County 
community for over 150 years. Sawyer Savings Bank remains 
competitive by offering many of the same portfolio of financial 
products and services as larger banks. Further, Sawyer Savings 
Bank is a community bank founded by residents, operated by 
our neighbors, and invested in the financial growth of Ulster 

County and the surrounding Hudson 
Valley.”

In our growing digital word, Sawyer 
Savings Bank continues  to offer new 
ways for customers to conveniently 
bank on their terms. Customers have the 
option to bank through online banking, 
mobile banking, and with the expected 
addition of Apple Pay and Google 
Pay for digital wallets. Customers can 
choose which platforms, if not all, best fit their banking needs. 

However, even with the positives of digital banking, there 
still is the unfortunate threat of banking fraud. Sawyer Savings  
has remained diligent in protecting its customers from fraud 
and will continue to adapt its operations to support secure 
banking. Sawyer is working to implement Positive Pay. This 

service demonstrates an impressive way 
to reduce unauthorized transactions, 
limit the risk of duplicate checks, receive 
alerts about suspicious activity, decline 
questionable payments, and reconcile 
customer business accounts more easily.

Sawyer Savings Bank is committed 
to being an active member of the 
communities where its customers 

live, work, and raise their families. Sawyer Savings Bank has 
invested in digital tools to ensure safe banking  operations and 
will continue to adopt the best digital solutions to provide secure 
and comprehensive banking services for its customers, both for 
personal and business.

Mariner’s Harbor, one of the first new restaurants to relocate to 
the Kingston waterfront in 2001, is largely credited for reviving the 
historic Rondout district. Now, 24 years later, the business is still 
going strong and hosting the Chamber’s next networking Mixer on 
April 30. The Mixer, at 1 Broadway in Kingston, is sponsored by 
HOP Energy/KoscoHeritage.

“The Chamber has always treated me great, so I want to be able 
to have a Mixer down here,” said owner Sal Guido. “I know the 
Mixers are a good time and a lot of fun for everybody. 

“The timing for me is also perfect because I want to get 
everybody thinking about the waterfront in the spring and all the 
businesses that are downtown. We haven’t had a Mixer down here 
in a while.” 

In fact, the last Chamber Mixer scheduled at Mariner’s was in 
March 2020, and that had to be canceled as restrictions on group 
meetings went enacted during the first days of the pandemic. 

Guido said the entire restaurant will be open that night, including 
the deck and patio. In the case of inclement weather, the restaurant 
has a glass-enclosed porch with views of the Rondout Creek.

There also will be plenty of food and drink, including bacon-
wrapped shrimp, mini tuna bowls, oysters Rockefeller and more. 

“We’ll have a pretty wide variety of options,” Guido said.
The original Mariner’s Harbor opened in 1981 in Highland 

under family patriarch Frank Guido. Mariner’s Harbor relocated 
to the Kingston waterfront in 2001 under the ownership of Frank 
Guido, his son, Mark, and Sal Guido, who is Frank’s cousin. Sal 

Guido assumed ownership in 2017 and said the last eight years 
have gone well.

“My heart and soul have always been in this place,” he said. “I 
love downtown, so I’m thrilled with the way things have gone.”

Guido credited the restaurant’s success to a core group of long-
serving employees.

“I am extremely lucky to have my staff, and I personally think 
it’s the best location in Kingston,” he said.

That wasn’t always the case as Kingston’s waterfront had grown 
dormant over the years before the Guidos took a chance on a 
renaissance. They purchased the historic building at 1 Broadway. 
which formerly housed the Daily Freeman newspaper for many 
decades.

Guido credited the Downtown Kingston Business Association 
and former Kingston mayors T.R. Gallo and James Sottile, along 
with current Mayor Steve Noble, for the rebirth.

The Rondout has exploded in growth in recent years with a 
host of restaurants, art galleries, antique shops and other small 
businesses making the waterfront a true tourist destination.

“When we first opened, there wasn’t much down here,” Guido 
recalls. “When I was younger, you really didn’t come down here 
much. It wasn’t the prettiest of places. That’s all changed.

“People gravitate to the water. They always have and I’m very 
proud to be part of how great downtown looks and how appealing 
it is not only to Kingstonians, but also the people coming from out 
of town.”

For more information on Mariner’s Harbor, call (845) 340-8051 
or go to marinersharbor.com.

Chamber Mixers are a great way to network and promote your 
business. Be sure to bring plenty of business cards. Mixers are 
open to Chamber Members 21 years of age and older.  There 
is no charge for Chamber Members to attend but reservations 
are required. Call (845) 338-5100 or register online at www.
UlsterChamber.org.  Prospective Members interested in 
attending, please contact Jess Davis (845) 338-5100 x4 or Jess@
UlsterChamber.org.

U.S. Rep. Pat Ryan promises to talk about 
kitchen table issues when he addresses the 
Chamber’s next breakfast meeting on April 
16 at Diamond Mills Hotel & BLACKBARN 
Hudson Valley in Saugerties.

“The financial pressure folks are feeling right 
now is intense, and it’s across the board,” said 
Ryan, a Democrat from Gardiner. “Combating 
the affordability crisis is my absolute top 
priority—the first thing I did this year was 
introduce my Affordability Agenda, an in-
depth plan to bring down the cost of living for 
Hudson Valley families.”

The breakfast, scheduled from 7:30-9:00 
a.m., is sponsored by Sawyer Savings Bank 
with additional support from Sawyer Motors.

Ryan, elected to a second two-year term last 
November, said he introduced his Affordability 
Agenda in Congress “because we’re all feeling 
the burden of high prices and Hudson Valley 
families need relief” whether it’s groceries, 
housing, prescription drugs or even Social 
Security.

“We need to tackle each and every one of 
these issues head-on,” Ryan said. “We need 
to be protecting Social Security, bringing 
down grocery prices, making housing more 
affordable and getting our farmers the support 
they need. Whether it’s fighting back against 
Big Pharma jacking up your health care costs, 
Wall Street increasing your housing costs, or 
corrupt politicians trying to take your Social 
Security, I will always stand up and fight for 
Hudson Valley families.”

Ryan said his Lower Grocery Prices Act 
is bipartisan legislation that would require 
the U.S. Government Accountability Office 

to analyze the price of 
groceries over the last 20 
years, provide effective 
solutions on how to lower 
costs and develop a national 
plan to combat high prices.

His housing agenda 
includes four bills from 
Ryan that he says would 
lower mortgage rates, 
“crack down on the Wall 
Street firms responsible for 
jacking up housing costs,” 
incentivize development 
and cut through bureaucratic 
red tape.

Ryan said a bill called the 
Stopping Pharma’s Ripoffs 
and Drug Savings for All 
Act  would “rein in Big 
Pharma’s current abuse of 
U.S. patent law and make it easier to produce 
less-costly generic drug alternatives.”

The Protecting Social Security Act would 
ensure that Social Security benefits cannot be 
cut, that seniors and families will continue to 
receive the benefits they are owed and that 
every county in his congressional district has a 
Social Security office to serve the community.

Ryan, who has been holding several town 
halls across his sprawling district, also recently 
joined congressional colleagues from New York 
and New Jersey in asking EPA Administrator 
Lee Zeldin to rule that additional PCB clean-up 
is needed in the Hudson River.

“For decades, General Electric has put 
their profits ahead of the health and safety of 

Hudson Valley families, and 
nobody knows that as well 
as our fellow New Yorker, 
Administrator Lee Zeldin. 
The time for talking is 
over; the time for action is 
now,” Ryan said.

Ryan, who grew up in 
Kingston, served as Ulster 
County Executive for three 
years, including during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
before his election to 
Congress. He worked in 
the technology field before 
entering politics after 
attending the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and 
serving two tours in Iraq.

The 18th Congressional 
District represented by Ryan 

includes the city of Kingston and the towns 
of Woodstock, Kingston, Ulster, Saugerties, 
Plattekill, Marlborough, Lloyd, New Paltz, 
Esopus and part of Gardiner in Ulster County. 
Orange County and a portion of Dutchess 
County are also in the district.

Chamber Breakfast Meetings are a 
great way to stay on top of current events 
and connect with other local business 
leaders.  Reservations are required. Tickets 
are $35 in advance and $40 at the door for 
Chamber members ($45 for non-members.) 
For more information, contact the Chamber 
at (845) 338-5100 or go online at  www.
UlsterChamber.org.
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There’s no place like Woodstock, or, for that 
matter, Ulster County, to inspire creatives to 
think big. Sharona Ozeri knows that as much 
as any other local artist and credits her move to 
upstate New York as the impetus for bringing 
her women’s apparel line known as Shu-Shi to 
the next level.

Her  online fashion brand features trendy, 
resort-inspired clothing, including sarongs, 
shrugs and ponchos, which are ethically made 
by artisans in Indonesia. 

For years, Ozeri had sold her garments 
exclusively at holiday markets in Union Square 
and Grand Central Terminal, but her recent 
move to Ulster County has opened doors to new 
possibilities. She’s since repositioned herself 
as an e-tailer, who sells her unique apparel on 
Amazon to women looking for an aesthetic that 
embraces comfort, style and versatility.

“Living in Woodstock and the surrounding 
Ulster County area has been an incredible 
experience,” Ozeri said. “The quality of life here 
is unmatched. The beauty of the Catskills, the 
vibrant arts scene and the sense of community 
make it special. For me, it’s the perfect balance 
of inspiration and tranquility. Being surrounded 
by nature fuels my creativity, while the artistic 
community provides a great support network. 
There’s also a strong entrepreneurial spirit 
here, with many small businesses, makers and 
artists thriving. 

“From a business perspective, the shift to 
e-commerce has made it possible to live in 
a peaceful place like Woodstock while still 
reaching customers worldwide,” she added. 
“I love that I can enjoy the serenity of upstate 
New York while running an international 
fashion brand.”

Ozeri launched Shu-Shi in 1991 after 
traveling the globe and connecting with fabric 
makers in Southeast Asia, particularly, Bali, a 
province of Indonesia. As one who had studied 
at  the Fashion Institute for Technology and 
Parsons School of Design in New York City, she 
was drawn to the island’s rich textile tradition. 
To this day, she still works with artisans on 
the island who dye fabrics in the ancient batik 
method, which involves wax application.

“My clothing is made with care, using ethical 
production practices. I’ve worked with the 
same manufacturers for over 
30 years, ensuring fair wages 
and sustainable craftsmanship. 
Unlike mass-produced brands, 
Shu-Shi focuses on quality and 
individuality. Each piece has a 
story and is designed to last,” 
she said.

Some of her bestsellers 
include sheer shrugs, 
lightweight knit cardigans, 
as well as solid and printed 
sarong wraps, beach cover-
up skirts.  Other top items 
are kimonos, kaftans, halter 
dresses,  tie-dye  tunic dresses, 
wrap dresses and beach poncho 
dresses. Most of Shu-Shi›s 
outfits reflect the Boho-chic 
style known for its vibrant 
colors and relaxed silhouettes.

“Shu-Shi is designed for 
women who appreciate comfort, 
style and individuality,” Ozeri 

said. “They include travelers, free spirits and 
creative professionals who seek effortless 
fashion that seamlessly transitions from 
daily wear to special occasions.  My pieces 
are lightweight, comfortable and unique, 
with many handmade elements that make 
them special. Whether you’re heading to the 
beach, going on an adventure or just looking 
for something stylish and effortless, Shu-Shi 
brings a little wanderlust into your wardrobe.”

Ozeri, who grew up in a small fishing 
village in the Mediterranean, began her 
career designing children’s clothing but 
later transitioned to women’s fashion  due to 
demand and because it was easier to produce 
with fewer size variations and regulations. 
Many of her designs are still handmade, and 
now that she’s living in Woodstock—where 
the artisan spirit soars—she’s eager to connect 
with others who prize self-expression and 
skilled workmanship.

“Living in Woodstock has given me the 
space and inspiration to continue growing my 
business while staying connected to my values 
of quality, creativity and ethical fashion,” she 
said. “I love being part of a community that 
appreciates artistry and individuality, and I’m 
grateful to call this area home.”

Ozeri added that she is thrilled to be a 
Chamber member and is anxious to meet 
other local business owners. In the future, 
she is exploring the possibility of opening a 
pop-up, but for now, she welcomes fellow 
Chamber members to explore her collection 
at loveshushi.com and connect with her about 
future collaborations.  To shop in her Etsy 
store, go to etsy.com/shop/ShuShiShop. 

“Shu-Shi  is more than just clothing,” she 
said. “It’s about embracing life, travel and 
self-expression.”

Click the QR code below for 25% discount 
for Ulster Chamber of Commerce members!
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 More Than Just Clothing
Shu-Shi Apparel Crafted With Love, Made By Hand

ABC Pest Control, Inc.
Adirondack Trailways/Pine Hill 
   Trailways/New York Trailways
Avon - Dina Zager
Banister Animal Hospital
Boiceville Pharmacy, Inc.
Builders FirstSource
Catholic Charities of Orange, 
   Sullivan and Ulster
CDPHP
Center for Creative Education
Community Capital NY
Community Metalworks, LLC
Control Point Associates, Inc.
Cummings Engineering, PC
DBS Remodel
Foxhall Deli
Garvan’s Gastropub
Guerin & Guerin Agency, Inc.
Hampton Inn by Hilton - Kingston
Hampton Inn by Hilton - New Paltz
Hickory Barbecue & Smokehouse
HOMEMASTER, LLC
Hudson Valley Chapter of SHRM
Hudson Valley Farm Hub
Hudson Valley Financial Services
HUDSY
Kingston Audiology Center/
   Revolution Hearing
Kingston Kiwanis Club
Kitu Life, Inc/Super Coffee
Maggie Mae’s
Main Street Web Developer, LLC

Medical Aesthetics of the Hudson 
   Valley
Meltzer & Hill Wealth Advisory, LLC
Michael Carr Real Estate
OCS Industries, Inc.
Paint Xperts NY LLC
Pestmaster Services
Praetorius and Conrad, P.C.
Rail Explorers
Regional Food Bank Hudson Valley
Rondout Yacht Basin, Inc.
Sam’s Club
Saugertails Pet Supply
Saunderskill Farms
Scenic Hudson
Scouting America/Rip Van Winkle 
   Council
Sportsman’s Alamo Cantina, Ltd.
TD Bank
The Barn Raiser
The Williams Lake Project
Trustco Bank
Ulster County Agricultural Society
Ulster County District Attorney
Usheco, Inc.
Vaz-Co Reclaiming Service
Village of Saugerties
Walden Savings Bank
Wiedy Furniture Center
Woodstock Byrdcliffe Guild
Woodstock Film Festival

~ These Members Have Renewed ~

Anniversaries:
45 Years

Ulster County Department of Economic
Development

25 Years
CDPHP

Pestmaster Services
Ulster Performing Arts Center (UPAC)

5 Years
Hudson Valley Chapter of SHRM

1 Year
Regional Food Bank Hudson Valley

The Taconic Group
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Ribbon Cuttings
SOUND OF LIFE RADIO NETWORK

507 Hurley Avenue, 2nd Floor, Hurley, NY
www.soundoflife.org

TAQUERIA MI PUEBLITO FOOD TRUCK

571 Broadway, Kingston, NY
taqueriamipueblitony.com

HUDSY

721 Broadway, Studio B, Kingston, NY
www.hudsy.org

For information on 

Chamber Membership,
email Jess Davis at

Jess@UlsterChamber.org
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Karyn McElrath (Emery & Webb), Kevin 
Anthony (Kingston Rotary Club), Fran 
DePetrillo-Savoca (Ulster County Department 
of Economic Development), Bob Poremba and 
Lee Molyneaux (both from Green Heat).

Cheryl Bowers (Rondout Savings Bank) and 
John Finch (Ulster Savings Bank).

Drew English (Light & Years Media) and Elspeth 
Brown-Fitzgerald (Iron Rose Productions).

THE SIX BELLS COUNTRYSIDE INN

435 Main Street
Rosendale, NY   12472
Audrey Gelman - Owner
thesixbellshotel.com
Category:  Accommodations
Description:  The Six Bells Countryside Inn is a 
new boutique hotel inspired by the spirit of the 
English and American countryside. Located in 
the village of Rosendale, New York, the inn is a 
historic three-story building with eleven unique 
guest rooms, a tavern, riverside restaurant, and 
shop.

HUDSON VALLEY LUMBER

418 Old Neighborhood Rd.
Kingston, NY   12401
Emmet Spiegel – Manager
Category:  Lumberyard/Home Centers
Description:  Hudson Valley Lumber stocks 
Hardwood and Softwood Lumber, S4S, Primed 
Flat Stock, Primed Mouldings and Hardwood 
Plywood.

AMERICAN HEATING AND COOLING
1103 Dutchess Turnpike
Arlington, NY   12603
Stephen Bailer - President
american-heatingandcooling.com
Category:  Heating Companies & Supplies
Description:  HVAC Company specializing in 
Commercial and Residential sales and service.

BLACK CREEK CONSULTING

P.O. Box 305
Highland, NY   12528
Kate Waage - Founder/CEO
Category:  Consultants - Business
Description:  Black Creek Consulting is a 
woman-owned consulting agency dedicated to 
helping businesses thrive. We are recognized and 
valued as a trusted advisor by the local business 
community, working on complex projects, 
exercising discretion and latitude in reaching 
critical goals. With decades of experience leading 
corporate initiatives in marketing, sales, CX, 
finance, and retail development, our founder 
brings a wealth of expertise, strategic insight, 
and a passion for growth mindset. Our services 
are designed to drive transformational change 
and increase revenue for our clients.

 HUDSON VALLEY WOMEN IN BUSINESS, INC.

97 Grant Street
Kingston, NY   12401
Kati Haynes - President
www.hvwib.org
Category:  Non-Profit Organizations
Description:  HVWIB is a non-profit growing 
community of women in business in the Hudson 
Valley who share ideas and support each other, 
because We Do Business Differently.  We welcome 
seasoned and aspiring business owners, and 
business leaders who want to learn and be part 
of a supportive and welcoming community.

SMOKEHOUSE OF THE CATSKILLS
203 Malden Turnpike
Saugerties, NY   12477
Jim Ferraro - VP
Category:  Butchers
Description:  Butcher/Specialty Food Market.

March 19, 2025
The Twaalfskill Club
282 West O’Reilly Street
Kingston, NY

SPONSOR:SPONSOR: Mixer Host The Twaalfskill Club staff, board, and volunteers with Jim Sass, 
President of the Board of Governors (3rd from right).

Mixer Sponsor Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union staff. Keri Jadrovski and Katy Dwyer (both from KDD Marketing).

KINGSTON NY CANNABIS LLC
(DBA CANNA PLANET KINGSTON)

1221 Ulster Ave.
Kingston, NY   12401
Shivam Patel - General Manager
cannaplanet.com
Category:  Cannabis, Hemp, Cbd
Description:  Kingston Cannabis LLC (dba 
Canna Planet) is the premier licensed Adult Use 
Cannabis dispensary in Ulster County. Founded 
by a proud local business owner who has grown 
and lived in the Hudson valley for 30+ years, 
Canna Planet is dedicated to providing high-
quality cannabis products, fostering education, 
and creating a welcoming space for everyone. As 
a locally owned and operated establishment, we 
take immense pride in being part of the Kingston 
community.

RIDER PAINTING INC.

388 Upper North Rd.
Highland, NY   12528
Elliott Earle - Director of Business Development 
& Operations
www.riderpaintingny.com
Category:  Contractors - Painting
Description:  At RIDER PAINTING, we bring 
over 30 years of expertise, precision, and 
passion to every project. As a NYS MBE Certified 
painting contractor, we specialize in residential, 
commercial, and industrial painting, delivering 
high-quality finishes, unmatched craftsmanship, 
and a seamless customer experience.  What sets 
us apart? Our advanced project management 
software, efficient resource allocation, strict safety 
protocols, and eco-friendly solutions ensure that 
every job is completed on time, on budget, and 
to the highest standards. Whether revitalizing 
a home, transforming a commercial space, or 
tackling large-scale government projects, our 
skilled team guarantees flawless execution and 
lasting results.  With a commitment to excellence, 
integrity, and sustainability, Rider Painting is the 
trusted name in professional painting services 
across New York and Connecticut.  Let’s bring 
your vision to life—contact us today!

SIMPLY LEAP, LLC
197 Washington Ave, #2
Kingston, NY   12401
Lauree Ostrofsky - Author & Founder
simplyleap.com
Category:  Business Coaching
Description:  Lauree Ostrofsky helps women 
leap: clarify what they want and feel more 
confident putting themselves out there. As an 
author, coach and hugger, her client roster 
has included small business owners as well as 
executives at IBM, Microsoft, Harvard and the 
Girl Scouts of the USA. Her books are, ‘’Simply 
Leap,” with eight lessons learned from her most 
successful clients through the years, and ‘’I’m 
scared & doing it anyway,’’ about her own leaps 
after a devastating brain tumor diagnosis at 28.

WELCOME THESEWELCOME THESE
NEW MEMBERSNEW MEMBERS

ZENBUSINESS

5511 Parkcrest Drive, Suite 103
Austin, TX   78731
Sallie Clark - Marketing Coordinator
www.zenbusiness.com
Category:  Business Coaching
Description:  ZenBusiness is a company that 
provides an easy, all-in-one platform and 
trusted guidance for small business owners. 
They’ve consolidated all the tools, services, and 
expert support needed to start, run, and grow a 
successful business. Think of it as the operating 
system for small business success. Customers 
can protect their liability, manage money, and 
establish their brand–all in one place.


